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Jim Johnson 
THE THINGS A MAN KEEPS 
The things a man now keeps in the cab of a pickup truck: 
friction tape, jumper cables, county map, dinosaur bones, pliers, 
coffee mug with Town Pump logo, so many legal papers, letters 
to be mailed, maybe a tumbleweed or two, and, as we sharply 
turned the corner by the fairgrounds, a box, a small sealed 
cardboard box that slid along the dashboard all the way to the 
edge, struck the windshield, and fell to my feet. That's my dad, 
he said. 
